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ISLINGTON ALERT!

As you may know “Ishingion Alen” held a well supported
public mecting on Wednesday 9th, October in the Town Hall 1o
cxplisn the 12 options which may lead 0 firm proposals for
changing the traffic sitwation through from Highgate 0 Fast
Laondon,

Thesc opuons include major roads provision and improved
underground services and a new underground from Hackney to
Wimbledon. We must be on our guard against major road
schemes winch would merely bring more traffic 10 Istington.

We need (o support better public transport in buses and tube,
tams and the reduction of commuter cars through Islington.

“Islingion Alen”™ will be organising a petition in favour of
public transport but it is more important that we should be aware
10 the possibilities 1 1989 of alicrations at Highbury Comier and
alony, Holloway Road, St Pauls Road and just south of Finsbury
"ark.

Do you want roads above the North London line with
Nyover over Highbury Comer and junction roads joining them?

Bay Hodgson

WALTZING UNDER THE STARS!

Il you're waorried in a well-mcaning, Ishington way about
the fast-melting North Pole and the ozone layer, and wondenng
what you can do as a local resident, the answer could be - a yearly
summer barbecue and dance on Highbury Ficlds. Puzzicd? Let
me explain,

The wrouble with our current so-called “fun” events is that
they're not much fun. The deserted fairground, the vegetarian
circus, the Fabian Society stall. Teams of carly-morming cyclists
grimly pedaiing off 10 Southend. Think 1"l just curl up with a
good book, thanks,

French villages have abetter idea. Inexchange foramodest
entrance fee, you geta dance band, a few singers and plenty 1o eat
and drink. That's what I'd call fun - an Inish ceiludh band, say, and
witlizing under the stars.,

Do I hear you murmur something about the climate, That's
where the greenhouse effect comes in. The Met Office - Nushed
with confidence after autumn’s hurricanc - are predicting that in
fifty years™ ume, Nice and St. Tropez will be desent 1owns and
we'll have their present climate. At least we will in Highbury - i
Westminster they' Il be under water. Fifty years? 1can’t want that
iong.

Richard Oy Keefle

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?

On Saturday, June 18th, the HFA held its finst cver
Tenms Touma- Y meat. Twenty four (almost) fearless
competitors ok partand, even those who were slighily
coy about
their Llents,
agreed that i
was definitely an
event o be repeated next
year,

During the  after-
noon, a splendid Enghishica
with cucumber sandwiches
and strawberrics and cream
was served around the courts,
the sun shone and those who
hadd just come 10 watch enjoyed
themyelves (00 as there was an
opportunily 1o get 1o know other
HFA members,

Organising non-stop playing

On LWO Courts was not

without its headaches as, around lunchiime, those

who should have been on conrt had stoped of!f for

}" a beer and a sandwich and were nowhere o be

- found. Obviousiy, when we repeat the

tournament next year, no compeli-

tors will be allowed 10 escape and

lunch will be provided very firmly
on couit!

AL 6:30pnt, with the sun still
i shining, everyone adjourned to Jeun-

' nic Bumelt’s beautiful garden where our
Chairman, John Hardiman looking his usea!
dapper sell, presented prizes to the win-
ners. James Aykroyd beat Patrick Milmon
the final of the Men's singles. Martin Joncs
and James Aykroyd won the Men's Doubles
and Chris Milne and Jan Andrews won the
Mixed Doubles,

Next year there will be an HEA rophy
and! many more compeulors so read your
Minutes caucfully as dse dute will be
announced a few months in advance.,

Jenmfer Aykrovd

AGM

The annual general meeting will be heldon Tuesday 15th
Novemiber st Highbury Roundhouse (Macn Buikling) at 7:30pm.

N




FIRST STEPS IN A PLANNING
COMPROMISE: 1.7 CORSICA STREET

One sunny day in August 1987, the welephone rang in the
house in which we were holidaying in Norfolk. A neighbour had
been to the planning depastment with his letier of nctification and
discovered that “they™ were applying for permission 10 build a
temace of 3-storey houses, 8 fect from our garden walls as well as
s0 miany thousand square feet of office/workshops on 4 [locrs on

Corsica St uself,

Together we all protested and there began nearly a year of

The very rutionale of wown-planning, the best use of avail-
able resources, and development control for the greater good are
unable to restrain the rampant profiteering of our present period.
Investment is desperately needed in all types of work-places but
investment for those working there rather than the bank, insurance
society or some B.E.S. firework.

Three schemes later, the first public round in the own hall
took place in June this year. | am always impressed by Islingion’s
planning committee in the courteous yel firm hands of it's chair,
Peter Broadbent. Objectors are welcomed and these sicms brought
forward: hearings are, in my experience, full and fair, even when

tow-key comibat: ot that we opposed the principie of the redevel-
uptnent of the row of exhausted garages on lower Corsica Street,
however romantic their presence [rom our side was: quite the

the result gocs against one.

That scheme was sent back for more detailed work but now

apposite,

‘The current rules of the game appear quite odd - no acsthetic

we were in danger of upsetting the officers from the planuing
depanument with the minutae of our complaints, The architect
agreed to meet those of us most affecied some 10 months after the

ASSCSSINCHIS ¢ven in a conservation arca: loss of security or
privacy have no force unless there is real over-looXing: more sadly
ihere scems 10 be e chance of urban patierns and griins having
any effect. Theone rule is that “they” can replace the existing area
of space with new space and the cexisting includes casually

[irst outrageous scheme was submitied,

The architect lisiened, and three drawings later, there ex
isted the basis of an agreement. The second public rousnd with one
less floor on oiler saw absoluie height limits and absolute arca

wserted mezzanines and plant rooms, loading bays and even
sometimes half the roud in front .... or they 'l appeal.

The tragedy 1s that every inch of Light industral space in
London, however inadequate for that use, is being tumed into
utlices - not because this is desirable but because it is immenscly

prolitable.

EXOTIC CHANGES

in May this year the last
surviving shop who's use had
remained the same since 1910
closed wi Calabna Road. Thus
was of course the off licence, 1
think everybody misses Jim
McCoughlin who ran it, and real-
ises what a loss to the communily
e and his shop is.

Reccntly 1 came across a
postcard (shown here) of Calubei
Road in 1906 showing a thriving
row of shops, and with the help of
Kelly's dircctory for 1914, 1 was
able o f:l in the mystery of what
all those shops were. Mrs. Lane,
4 long time resident of Corsica
Strect also had some memories of
several of them:-

1 Laundry

3 Dairy - churns of milk and
tubs of yellow butter

5 DButcher

7 Fruitcrer

Y  Boomakers

Il Qilman - who also sold gro-

ceries - mcluding paper cones

limits imposed as conditions (o a permission, that we were able w
support..

Now the old buildings arc demolished and we hear that i
will all be redesigned. Itis hard work being negative all the L,
when a basic outline of good building and less greed would enable
us all to benelit. In the present climale that may scem ulopian but
itmust surcly be a pre-requisite for the long-icom care of our cities.

Robin Nicholson

!

L
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of biscuit crumbs at 172d. a
cone.

13 Newsagent - There wasalsoa
private library at the back of
this shop.

15 Tailors shop - The tailor used
to sit cross legged in the win-
dow whilst stitching suits,

17 Fancy Draper

19 Wine merchant

shops have opened recently:

titully restored dairy at No. 3,
North African rugsat No. 7, Anui-

- — ——

Cuivbria Noed, qubur; N V

quarian books at No. 15 and

Caorsica Street “Urban Roots”, a landscape de-
17 General Store sign business at No, 15 Corsica
15 Boot repairer Street.

Of course new and exolic Lei's hope that Na. 19 will
again be restored 1o its eriginal
usc as a winc merchant and re-

An Art galiery in the -
AL Ealiery $n.1he boms ccaly, general store,

Jenny Blanchard



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

{ have been rather an absentee Chairman these days, enjoy-
ing the sunshine in Uganda. But this has been possible duc 1o so
imuch good work being done by our capable Commitice. Maryse
fones, Jean Bumett and Jennifer Aykroyd have been especially
supporive in domg the essental adminisirative work in connec-
tion with the planming applications and in assisting the Recreation
Department in some of their work.

Robin Mabey has the traffic and parking problems well in
handand we are expecting some improvement will be made onthe
Highvury Comertraffic crossing. Weare also hoping forarevised
wnd extended parking space layout in the Place and the Crescent.
Feie Broadbent has kindly kept us informed of their pmblems.

The ficld drainage engincers repon has now been presenied
tothe Direcior of Recreation, together withcosts. But the question
of the availability of funds for next year will be difficult, but not
imipossible,

We have tis year a considerable improvement in reducing
the frequency and noise of the Fair and other rather noisy enier-
tainments and in this respect, out thanks are due 10 Pat Haynes, ihe
Chairoum of the Recreation Committee and Peter Bonsall, the
Cluel Parks Officer.

Murphy's the owners of the preseat derclict site at No, 21-
22 Highbury Crescent known as Robins Garden have submiticd
4 housing development proposal to the Council for consideration.
It is important to us thai the clevations of the two proposed
buildings facing the Ficlds receive sympathetic treatment in
cclation w the existing carly 19th century locally listed Highbury
Crescent. Joha Melvin and Harry Brack have kindly agreed 10
monitor these important negotiations.

Finally, T would like to thank Murtin Jones, our Vice
chairman for his support and in chairing the A.G.M. next monih
Also to Jenny Blunchard for the hard work in her conuibution as

Edunor of the Newsleiter.
With best wishes, Iohn HARDIMAN

Chairinan
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GARDEN SQUARE |

ariN cossxnaoe Ml
1o INCLOSE 3Q i
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HIGHBURY BARN/KELVIN ROAD
‘GARDEN SQUARE’

This scheme was given wide local support at a public
wecting iast year. The committee of local residents and the two
“eighbourhood Officers are secking D.OE. approval for the
funding,

The proposed scheme will “pedestrianise™ the road and will

comprise paving over the ontire surface in atractive paving
stones, the provision of scats and bollards, an emamenti! coloa-
nade instead of the exisung fence adjacent 1w Gardner Coust, and
a bed with low shrubs and three small uees

Asand when it finally is due toopon, we will organise a wals
to celebrate tie now “pedesinanised™ garden arca’

Maryse Jones



HIGHBURY FIELDS AND TENNIS
COURTS

We shoukd be very grateful 1o Mr. Bonsall and his stafl for
ol thear hard work in keeping the Ficlds in such good order.

The tenais courts are once again heavily used and provide
much pleasure and the playground continues 1o be extremely weil
Supponed and enjoyed.

PELICAN CROSSING HIGHBURY
CORNER

I rernain concerned that this crossing, which seems tome to
be dangerous for pedestrians. 1have asked the Borough Planning
Officer 10 mcrcase the green man crossing time, o install a
edesuian refuge, o ke sieps 1o stop traffic blocking the cross-
g, ond 1o improve the lighting. 1f you agree that the Crossing is
ansatisisclony please write (o the Planning Officer at the Town
Hall, Upper Sueet

Robin Mabey

HIGHBURY FIELDS POOL

U sometimies feel that people criticise local amenitics with-
out cither knowing the probiem they fuce, or reflecting on the
exient o which they have been generally successful. In the case
of our swimming-pool, there have been moans about occasional
unexpecied closures and also about the ventilation,

Letus first look on the positive side. The pool has heenopen
now since March 1984 and in that time the annual atiendance has
moved up farly steadily from 219,908 in the first 12 months, o
30R.003 in the period up to March 1988. Considering the
understandable initial rush of enthusiasm, when it first opened, it
1s remarkable that Bob Holmes (the Borough Bath Manager) and
tis local manager have managed to cope with such an increase
despite the problems they have faced:

The ventilation machinery has had a history of breakdowns
arsl remains the subject of dispute between the Council and the
Contraciors. Peopie do not perhaps appreciate the difficulty of
attracung and retaning suitable staff. Bob Holmes explains that
the conditions of work, the shifts, the noise, occasional aggression
from the public and the need for constant vigilance leads to high
sickness levels and job tumover.

Added to this, there is a new “Safety in Swimming Pools’
code of practice to which staff have 1o adhere.,

Over the 4 172 years, there has been a steady improveent
in the facilities and the varicly of activities provided, and 1 hope
we all continue 10 wke advaniage of them

Martin Jones

AND THE CARAVAN ...

For those who are wondering what that ugly caravan is
doing outside the 2 0"Clock Club, it is a “tlemporary” store for the
equipment of Canonbury Playgroup, an cntirely separate group
formerly based in the Union Chapel and forced 1o move out by
building works there, who now usc the Bandstand building in the
momings. When an exiension to the Bandstand housing addi-
tional children’s toilets and storage for toys and cquipment is built
ihe caravan will disappear.

REsTORED /M (ontury Houses o
HGUBURY PLACE,

CALLING ALL PARENTS OF UNDER
5’

This is a toddler group for children accompanied by their
parent or minder in the Bandstand on Highbury Fields, just off
Church Path, behind Baalbee Road.

Don’t be put off by the ttle “club™ you don'i have 1o
belong, you just pop in for & cup of wa, or siay the whole two hour
session (2-4) any day ot every day (Monday to Friday; 20p per
visit),

A play leader organises activitics, - painting, clay, finger
painting, vegetable printing, (the messy things youdon't like them
doing at home!) and there's a wide range of toys, - construction
sets, puzzles, cars, home comer with miniature kitchen, ironing
board, ew., as well as sand and water play. Outside in goal
weather, the children can play, in wyllic surroundings, with
wheeled toys and rocking boats, climbing frames, shidcs, sandpit,
but inside in winter it can be cosy and nviting, a haven for a
harassed mum.

Though activitics are suitable mainly for toddlers there are
toys for babics. The upper age limit is S years. But the club i
really meant for the benefii of the parent or minder who necds 1o
getoutif the house and meet other sdulis with children. Come :id
slump over a cup of wa or chat 1o vsher parents here while fitke
Johnnic plays happily and creatively, (and someone else will cleus
up the mess).

Bronwen Taylor



HIGHBURY ROUNDHOUSE YOUTH
AND COMMUNITY CENTRE,
71 Ronalds Road

During the Surameor holidays two playscheies were organ-
ised and some 150 children from 5 - 13 years enjoyed many
inieresting and varied cvents, many thanks 1o the workers.

We are shortly starting to raise £50,000 10 soundproof our
hall - So. we will need your financial support.

AL present a noisy event is & great nuisance (o our neigh-
bowrs in Whistler and Bauledean roads. We are often being osked
by members of the community and organised groups 10 hire the
hall at weekends for wedding receplions, concerts and masical
SVENIS. Al present we have (o restrict these 10 just a fow - So do
help us financially and come and suppon our social events.

We are very pleased (0 see a number of new locals at our
successfui Glen Miller and Barbecue events,

Highbury Roundhouse has been chosen as the venue for the
opening of the Islington Dance Festival, details from the Round-
nouse phone 359 5916. The Roundhouse offers classes in many
1ypes of dance, sambs capoicra and dance exercise for adalis.

Tap, ballet and wmbling for children. Ring Renc at the
Roundhouse for more information.

We shali be having (e following events:

Nov. Sth Children and sparklers
Dec. 171b Pensioners Chirisunas party.

and moathly on the first Sunday, 2 carboot sale from $.30 -
1.30pm,

5-7 pm

Bay Hodgson

AFTER THE STORM

A walk round Highbury Fieids one year un, looking @ the
Lices, reveals the urea of most conspicuous damage 1o be Highbury
Crescent (where it hisects the upper and lower fields. cspecially b
ihe public conveniences). This sppeared 1o be devastated at e
time of the Humricane, Although sad 1o reflect the loss of the two
Mialure trees at tha site, it is heartening 10 see the newiy plantad
sepling oak. Opposite, there are now two badly misshepen
ilowering cherries.

The cherries will probabiy have (0 stay that way for some
tme, as the Parks Offics has boen desenad by the arboreal siaff
Caly the Chief Officer, M. Bonsall remains, He is v2rv busy,
naturaily. I gather, that the replaoting programme boroughwise
(which was w have taken place this autemay/winier) 1s now
vancelled until new staff are available,

Trank{ully, the twin sow of sapiing oaks which line Quecns
Welk were re-siaked earlicr this autumn and no longer lise 20°
northwards,

It makes one wonder with ali these oaks about, if the
syuirels will be far behind!

Pairicia Bonaing

MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
WHO HAVE BEEN ELECTED TO THE
COMMITTEE:-

John Hard'man
Chairman

Martin fones
Vice-chairman

Isobe! Boucher
Secretary

Jeomiler Aykrovd
Membership
Secreiary

Maryse Joucs
Treasurer

Jenny Blanchard

Jenny Bumeit

Peter Broadbent

Bay Hodgson

Carnick James

Delphine Jelbart

Robin Mabey

Robin Nicholson

Richard O Keeffe

Miles Thompson

Giany Worsley

Jean Engel

Lasicy Omme

Jue MEILAAD

TRAYK You  To QUR JINESTIMABLE CHAIRMAN
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A FINAL WORD FROM JENNIFER AYKROYD, THE
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY.

In the past fow years, residents will have seca suwny improvements W Highbury Fields, The new
playground hus now become one of the best in London; the ienmis couris are second to none and the dallodils,
grass and ees are a joy w us all.

The Cour tf recognises our status and is willing to discuss il projects with us. Itmight weli be fancing,
drainage, wraffic Mow or the planiing of n¢w rees bul whatever it is, it is important.

Membership s still only £2 00 per year per howsehold (£1.00 for pensioners and the unemployedy. Your
houschold wall receive copics of all committee Mecting Mimutes. You will have an opportunity to attend these
meetings and put forward a special grievance of o seggestion you wish o make. We ars always looking foe
new members 0 oin the Committee. Why aot vou?

You live or work neawr Highbury Fields and henefit greatly so don’t you think it’s timie you joined the
162 heuscholds who are now members of the Assocsaton” Don't just sit there .

JOIN NOW!
L We would like 1o remain/becorne merubers of the Highbuey Fields Association,

Address iviiinnnn.

L R L ]

To:
Mrs. Jennifer Aykroyd,
5 Highbury Terrace,
London NS
(226 9750)
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